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TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  LYMINGTON 

Mr.  MAYOR,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 


1951. 


Regarding  vital  statistics,  out  of  a  total  of  362  residents  who  died 
in  the  Borough,  247  were  over  70  years  of  age;  of  these  deaths  132 
occurred  in  the  age  group  70  to  80  years,  96  between  80  and  90  years, 
18  between  90  and  100  years,  and  one  at  the  age  of  101. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  the  lowest  for  some  years,  and  was 
far  below  that  of  the  country  as  a  whole.  The  number  of  live  births 
was  289,  an  increase  of  2  over  1950. 

With  regard  to  the  causes  of  deaths  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
three  were  due  to  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  10  to  all  other  accidents. 

The  death  rate  was  16.1  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population. 
This  when  multiplied  by  the  comparability  factor  gives  a  death  rate 
of  11.3  as  compared  with  a  death  rate  of  12.5  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  was  .22  per  1,000  estimated 
pojmlation  compared  with  .31  for  England  and  Wales. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Lymington  Borough  is  a  district  of  15,302  acres,  which  includes 
1,572  acres  of  mudland.  The  area  is  very  largely  agricultural  in  char¬ 
acter,  and  has  three  main  shopping  and  residential  districts,  namely, 
Lymington  Town  on  the  Eastern  side  of  the  district.  New  Milton  on 
the  West,  and  Milford-on-Sea  on  the  South.  In  addition  to  these  there 
are  two  other  districts,  namely,  Hordle  which  is  North  of  Milford-on- 
Sea,  and  Pennington,  which  adjoins  Lymington  Town.  These  are  less 
populated  than  the  three  mentioned  previously,  but  progressive  devel¬ 
opment  of  these  parts  is  anticipated  when  normal  building  activities 
are  permitted. 

The  Borough  is  ideally  situated,  having  the  New  Forest  on  its 
Northern  border,  the  sea  on  the  South,  and  the  large  shopping  centres 
of  Bournemouth  and  Southampton  within  easy  reach. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  Borough  is  made  up  of 
6,691  separate  dwellinghouses,  business  premises  with  living  accom¬ 
modation  610,  farm  houses  and  farm  cottages  171.  300  premises 

occupied  as  Summer  holiday  residences  are  not  included. 


DETAILS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Area  (in  acres) 

Population 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  ... 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  -  .... 


13,730 

22,440 

7,472 


£183,244 
-  £730 


Live  Births 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  of 

Legitimate 

271 

138 

133 

the  estimated 

resident 

Illegitimate 

18 

9 

9 

population 

12.9 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

6 

4 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

— 

still  births) 

.. 

23.7 

Deaths 

362 

162 

200 

Death  rate  per 
the  estimated 

1,000  of 
resident 

population  ...  ...  16.1 

The  death  rate  of  England  and  Wales  is  ...  ...  ...  12.5 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes:—  Deaths 

Puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Other  Puerperal  causes  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  17.3 

Infants  under  4  weeks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.3 


(England  and  Wales  29.6) 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  18.4 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Gastro  Enteritis  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  1 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were : — 


Malignant  Disease  ... 

62 

Influenza 

10 

Coronary  Disease 

Tuberculosis  (Resp.) 

5 

Angina  ... 

57 

Vascular  Lesions  of 

Heart  Disease 

75 

Nervous  System 

53 

Other  Circulatory 

Suicide  . 

3 

Disease 

17 

Motor  Vehicle 

Pneumonia  and 

Accidents 

3 

Bronchitis 

18 

All  other  Accidents 

10 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 
(I)  Public  Health  Officers: — 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

E.  Croft  Watts,  M.D.,  C.M.,  F.R.C.S.E.,  D.P.H. 

(b)  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector: 

N.  Raw,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

(c)  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector: 

J.  G.  Jenkins,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A,  . 
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(2)  General  Health  Services:-— 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. — Examinations  made  at  the  Hamp¬ 
shire  County  Laboratories,  and  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

(b)  Ambulance  facilities. — Provided  by  the  Hampshire  County 
Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority.  Ambulances 
stationed  at  Lymington  and  New  Milton. 

Infectious  cases — ambulance  headquarters  at  Brockenliurst. 

(c)  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  provided 

by  the  County  Authority  and  are  administered  by  the 
Health  Department  of  that  Authority.  In  this  Borough  the 
following  are  the  facilities  provided: — 

Ante-Natal  Clinic:  Hillcroft^  New  St.,  Lymington. 

Child  Welfare  Centres: 

Hillcroft,  New  St.,  Lymington  Every  Friday 

Women's  Institute  Hall,  Hordle  3rd  Wednesday 

Church  Hall,  Milford-on-Sea  4th  Thursday 

Church  Hall,  New  Milton  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday 

Church  Hall,  Ashley,  New  Milton  3rd  Monday 

Women's  Institute,  Pennington  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday 

(d)  Protective  Treatment  against  Diphtheria.— -All  children  can 
receive  free  protective  treatment  by  their  own  doctor;  at 
Child  Welfare  Centres,  or  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
at  the  Town  Hall.  Treatment  at  the  Schools  is  also  given 
by  the  Council's  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

This  section  deals  chiefly  with  the  various  activities  of  the 
Health  Department  and  includes  the  report  and  observations  of  Mr. 
Raw,  the  Council's  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector^  who  wishes  to  express 
his  thanks  to  his  colleagues  in  the  Health  Department  for  their  help 
and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

Water  Supply: — 

Lymington  Town  is  supplied  from  the  Corporation  owned  Works 
at  Ampress,  and  the  remainder  of  Lymington  Borough  obtains  its 
supply  from  the  mains  of  the  West  Hampshire  Water  Company.  The 
area  is  very  well  served  by  mains  water,  but  there  are  some  few 
dwellings  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the  district  where  wells  are  the 
source  of  supply.  The  supplies  from  the  Ampress  Water  Works  and 
from  the  West  Hampshire  Water  Company  have  been  quite  satisfac¬ 
tory  both  in  quality  and  in  quantity. 

From  the  information  available  7,449  occupied  dwellinghouses 
have  mains  water  supply,  and  23  houses  obtain  their  supplies  from 
wells.  Of  these  houses  on  well  supplies  16  are  within  a  reasonable 
distance  of  the  water  mains,  the  remaining  7  being  houses  more  than 
100  feet  from  the  Company’s  mains.  The  estimated  population  served 
by  the  mains  is  22,373.  ' 
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LYMINGTON  TOWN’S  SUPPLY 

The  output  during  the  year  from  the  Ainpress  Water  Works  was 
82,300,000  gallons,  the  use  of  water  for  industrial  purposes  was 
increased  by  about  5%. 

The  new  No.  4  Borehole  was  brought  into  use  during  the  year 
but  little  progress  was  made  in  regard  to  the  ancillary  works  in  con¬ 
nection  with  this  supply. 

The  mains  were  extended  in  order  to  serve  12  houses  on  the 
East  Hill  Council  Housing  Estate,  and  there  were  an  additional  6 
tappings  made  for  supplies  to  new  properties. 

Four  samples  of  the  Town’s  supply  were  taken,  and  examined 
bacteriologically,  the  reports  in  all  cases  being  quite  satisfactory. 

The  well  water  supply  serving  a  factory  in  the  Town  was 
analysed  and  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  This  factory  is  now  on 
mains  water. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

New  Milton,  Milford-on-Sea,  Pennington  and  Hordle 

Three  samples  of  the  supply  from  the  Wed  Hampshire  Water 
Company’s  mains  were  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  and 
the  reports  were  satisfactory. 

This  company  continued  to  extend  the  mains  as  required,  and 
during  the  year  has  laid  140  yards  of  new  main,  all  at  Wainsford 
Common,  Pennington.  During  the  year  77  new  tappings  have  been 
carried  out. 

Four  samples  of  well  water  supplies  were  taken  during  the  year, 
and  two  wells  supplying  four  cottages  were  found  to  be  polluted.  Two 
of  these  cottages  are  now  provided  with  mains  water.  Regarding  the 
two  well  supplies  outstanding  from  1950;  one  house  has  been  connected 
to  the  mains  water,  and  the  well  supply  to  the  other  is  now  satis¬ 
factory.  Defects  to  water  services  at  two  other  properties  were 
satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage: — 

Since  the  new  sewers  were  completed  in  1942,  mention  has  been 
made  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  progress  in  the  provision  of  main 
drainage  facilities  to  houses  in  the  areas  concerned.  The  result  of  the 
special  efforts  that  have  been  made  by  officers  of  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  can,  I  think,  be  considered  extremely  satisfactory.  Most  of  the 
sewer  connections  were  done  as  a  result  of  informal  requests  to  the 
owners  concerned,  and  personal  interviews.  There  has  been  a 
pleasing  response  from  the  owners  of  tire  properties  and  no  doubt  the 
results  have  been  helped  by  the  scheme  of  the  Council  whereby  the 
cost  of  this  work  can  be  spread  over  a  period  of  five  years.  The  tact 
and  courteous  approach  of  the  present  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  his  predecessor,  helped  materially  in  this  work  being  carried  out 
with  the  minimum  of  difficulty. 

A  survey  of  the  area  reveals  there  are  still  86  properties  within 
100  ft.  of  a  sewer  and  not  connected  thereto.  Of  these  40  have  satis¬ 
factory  cesspool  drainage  systems,  8  others  will  probably  be  connected 
to  the  sewer  during  1952,  leaving  38  premises  where  the  present 
drainage  systems  are  unsatisfactory,  or  where  there  are  no  proper 
drainage  facilities. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  SEWER  CONNECTIONS 


District 

1947 

i 

1948  | 

1 

1949 

l 

1950 

1 

1951 

l 

Total 

New  Milton 

1 

32 

18  | 

1 

17 

1 

9 

1 

12 

88 

Milford-on-Sea  ... 

11 

6  1 

12 

4 

2 

35 

Everton  and  Hordle 

17 

40  | 

18 

14 

8 

97 

Pennington 

21 

8  I 

14 

17 

8 

68 

Lymington 

5 

3  I 

i 

5 

1 

8 

22 

Total  Connections 

86 

1 

75  | 

66 

45 

38 

310 

The  above  figures  do  not  include  connections  made  in  respect  of 
new  Council  houses  erected  during  the  year  and  of  these  a  further  41 
] louses  were  connected  to  the  main  sewers. 

Total  connections  to  new  sewers  (excluding  Council  houses). 

Everton  &  Hordle  ...  231 

New  Milton  ...  ...  93 

Pennington  ...  ...  207 

Milford-on-Sea  ..  ...  116 


Regarding  properties  outside  the  sewered  area:  the  sanitary 
conditions  of  5  houses  have  been  improved  by  the  provision  of  proper 
cesspool  drainage  systems. 

Defects  to  drainage  systems  were  found  in  27  cases  and  all  but 
two  were  remedied  during  the  year. 

Complaints  were  received  regarding  nuisances  arising  from  the 
inadequacy  of  the  sewerage  system  in  Old  Milton.  These  quite  justi¬ 
fied  complaints  have  been  considered  by  the  Council  and  the  Borough 
Engineer  is  proceeding  with  the  necessary  formalities;  it  is  expected 
that  a  continuation  of  the  12"  relief  sewer  from  Highlands  Road  to 
Old  Milton  will  be  completed  before  the  Winter  of  1952.  In  addition, 
to  relieve  the  flooding  conditions,  a  length  of  12"  relief  sewer  is  to  be 
laid  along  Barton  Court  Avenue.  When  these  necessary  works  are 
completed  there  should  be  a  most  decided  improvement  in  the  sewer¬ 
age  system  of  the  Milton  district. 

Nothing  was  done  during  the  year  to  provide  main  drainage 
facilities  in  the  private  streets  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  and  I 
Pope  that  some  efforts  will  be  made  during  1952  to  alleviate  the 
unsatisfactory  drainage  conditions  in  some  of  these  parts  of  the 
Borough.  In  particular  I  refer  to  West  Way  and  Greenlands  Estate, 
Pennington;  Lavender  Road  and  Heath  Road,  Hordle,  and  also  the 
unsewered  parts  of  Cottagers  Lane  and  Woodcock  Lane,  Hordle. 
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Public  Cleansing: — 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  is  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Borough  Engineer. 

The  built-up  parts  of  the  Borough  have  a  weekly  collection  of 
refuse  and  the  refuse  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the  district  is  collected 
fortnightly. 

The  disposal  of  the  refuse  is  by  controlled  tipping^  there  being 
one  site  serving  the  whole  of  the  area.  This  site  is  in  the  Hordle 
district,  and  when  the  area  is  filled,  it  should  be  of  considerable 
benefit  to  the  inhabitants  for  recreational  purposes. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Inspections  made  during  1951. 


DESCRIPTION 

InsDec- 

tions 

Action 
req  d. 

Reme¬ 

died 

NOTICES 

In-  1  Statu 
formal )  -tory 

Milk  &  Dairies 

182 

6 

6 

— 

— 

Dwellinghouses : 

(Housing  Act) 

19 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

(Public  Health  Act) 

422 

37 

35 

19 

1 

Council  House  Applications 

172 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Drainage  Visits  and  Tests 

429 

27 

25 

11 

1 

Water  Supplies  ... 

55 

6 

4 

— 

— 

Camp  Sites  and 

215 

11 

9 

6 

5 

Moveable  Dwellings 

Schools 

30 

3 

2 

Factories  Act 

158 

20 

17 

9 

— 

Business  Premises  :  Offices 

34 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Food  &  Drugs  Act 

391 

28 

19 

5 

— 

Food  Inspections 

172 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shops  Act 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses/  Knackers  Yard 

13 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Refuse  Site 

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Dustbins 

12 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Complaints  and  Nuisances 

124 

45 

42 

— 

— 

Infectious  Diseases 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Disinfections 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

42 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Petroleum  Regulations  ... 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sea  Water  Baths 

13 

— 

— 

— 

House  Pests 

24 

6 

6 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

39 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Total 

2624 

199 

175 

51 

7 

Rats  and  Mice 

2791 

525 

491x 

— 

— 

Grand  Total  .. 

5415 

724 

666 

1  51 

7 

x  Indicates  treatments  given. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1937 


There  are  126  registered  factories  and  workshops  in  the  district, 
and  158  inspections  were  made.  Details  of  defects,  and  results  of 
action,  are  as  follows : — 

No.  on  Inspec-  DEFECTS 
Premises  Register  tions  Found  Remedied 

Power  Factories  ...  80  118 \ 

Non-Power  Factories  ..46  40 J  ^ 


Analysis  of  Defects 

Particulars 
Want  of  Cleanliness 
Sanitary  Conveniences : 

unsuitable  or  defective 
Fire  Escapes 
Defective  Drainage 
Fumes  (Cellulose) 


Found  Remedied 
8  7 


6 

3 

1 

1 


4 

3 

1 

1 


Total  ...  20  17 


COMPLAINTS  AND  NUISANCES 

73  complaints  were  received  by  the  Health  Department  during 
the  year.  Action  was  found  to  be  required  in  only  45  cases.  The 
following  is  the  analysis  of  defects  dealt  with. 


House  defects 

Found 

14 

Remedied 

14 

Insanitary  deposits 

3 

3 

Food 

6 

6 

Drainage 

15 

12 

Sanitary  Fittings 

3 

3 

Miscellaneous 

3 

3 

It  will  be  noted  that  in  28  cases  action  by  the  local  authority 
was  not  necessary.  All  complaints  received  are  investigated,  and 
there  is  wastage  of  valuable  time  in  enquiring  into  complaints  which 
can  be  dealt  with  easily  without  calling  in  the  local  authority.  Choked 
drains,  nuisances  arising  from  vermin,  and  house  pests,  are  invariably 
matters  for  remedial  measures  by  the  complainants  themselves,  but 
there  is  an  increasing  tendency  to  notify  the  Health  Department  of 
these,  and  other  matters,  in  the  erroneous  belief  that  the  local 
authority  itself  is  responsible  for  undertaking  remedial  measures. 

MILK,  DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS 

There  are  7  registered  dairies  and  13  regisiered  distributors  of 
milk  within  the  Borough.  The  dairy  premises  have  been  maintained 
in  a  satisfactory  condition  and  a  total  of  119  inspections  have  been 
made.  Four  of  the  dairies  are  licensed  Pasteurising  Establishments, 
three  pasteurising  the  milk  under  the  Holder  process  (milk  retained 
at  a  temperature  between  145°F  and  150°F  for  at  least  30  minutes'), 
the  other  by  the  High  Temperature  Short  Time  method  (milk  retained 
at  a  temperature  of  not  less  than  161°F  for  at  least  15  seconds); 
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By  delegated  power  from  the  County  these  plants  are  licensed 
by  this  Council  and  are  kept  under  supervision  by  officers  of  the 
Health  Department.  Regarding  the  plants  themselves,  the  only 
difficulty  which  seems  to  arise  is  in  the  maintenance  of  the  recording 
thermometers,  which  appear  to  require  frequent  repair.  In  the  one 
instance  where  a  sample  of  pasteurised  milk  failed  to  pass  the  test, 
the  thermometer  was  found  to  give  an  inaccurate  reading,  and  the 
milk  was  not  being  raised  to  a  sufficiently  high  temperature.  The 
testing  thermometer  recently  purchased  has  been  most  useful  in 
checking  the  readings  of  the  thermometers  installed  on  the  Pasteur¬ 
ising  Plants,  errors  of  as  much  as  7°F  have  been  found. 

Samples  of  the  pasteurised  milk  have  been  taken  regularly 
throughout  the  year.  To  test  the  efficiency  of  the  bottle  washing 
machines,  specimen  samples  of  washed  bottles  have  been  sent  to  the 
laboratory  for  examination.  The  bottle  samples  are  sent  in  batches 
of  6  from  each  dairy  and  the  mean  bacterial  count  is  taken.  A  check 
has  also  been  made  on  the  detergents  used  and  samples  of  these  as 
used  in  the  bottle  washing  machines  have  been  taken.  Regarding 
milk  bottles  a  count  of  under  600  is  considered  satisfactory,  over  600 
but  less  than  2,000  as  fairly  satisfactory,  and  a  count  of  over  2,000 
is  considered  unsatisfactory. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  sampling,  etc.,  at  the  four 
pasteurising  establishments* 

Dairy  A. — Thirteen  samples  of  pasteurised  milk,  one  of  which 
failed  to  comply  with  the  required  standard.  The  trouble  was  due  to 
this  batch  of  milk  not  having  been  raised  to  a  sufficiently  high  tem¬ 
perature.  Two  batches  of  milk  bottles  were  tested  and  the  counts 
were  17  and  35  respectively:  these  results  were  very  satisfactory. 

Dairy  B.— Twelve  samples  of  pasteurised  milk,  all  of  which 
complied  with  the  standards  required.  Four  batches  of  milk  bottles 
were  tested,  the  first  sample  had  a  count  of  6,000  plus,  the  second, 
taken  a  month  later,  a  count  of  3,500,  the  third;  taken  two  months 
later,  a  count  of  365,  and  the  fourth,  taken  a  week  later,  a  count  of 
62.  The  first  two  samples  were  of  course  unsatisfactory  and  indicated 
some  fault  in  the  washing  process.  A  sample  of  the  detergent,  taken 
at  the  same  time  as  the  second  bottle  sample,  gave  a  result  of  3,200 
organisms  per  100  c.c/s,  the  second  sample  of  detergent  taken  two 
months  later,  gave  a  count  of  20.  The  unsatisfactory  bottle  samples 
were  due  to  a  combination  of  circumstances,  including  insufficient 
heating  of  the  water  in  the  washing  machine,  and  probably  lack  of 
proper  care  in  the  use  of  the  detergent.  The  washing  machine  was  a 
new  installation,  and  the  difficulties  were,  I  think,  teething  troubles. 

Dairy  C.— Twelve  samples  of  pasteurised  milk,  all  of  which 
complied  with  the  standards  required.  Three  batches  of  milk  bottles 
were  tested,  the  first  gave  the  high  count  of  5,800,  the  second,  taken 
a  month  later,  gave  a  count  of  350,  and  the  last  one  a  count  of  140. 
Two  samples  of  the  detergent  in  use  were  taken :  the  first  had  a  count 
of  4,000  organisms,  and  the  one  taken  a  month  later,  had  one  of  20. 

Dairy  D. — Twelve  samples  of  pasteurised  milk,  and  all  complied 
with  the  standards  required.  One  batch  of  bottles  was  tested,  and 
the  count,  was  the  very  satisfactory  one.  of  6. 
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Other  defects  at  dairies  found,  and  remedied,  during  the  year 
totalled  5.  These  were  chiefly  faults  in  the  dairy  equipment. 

Improvements  to  dairies  continue  to  be  made,  and  the  dairy¬ 
men  show  every  willingness  to  co-operate  in  meeting  any  reasonable 
requirement.  It  is  perhaps  interesting  to  know  that  the  pasteurising 
establishments  treat  approximately  2,600  gallons  ot  milk  daily.  This 
is  increased  considerably  during  the  summer  holidays. 

MEAT,  SLAUGHTERHOUSES,  FOOD  STORES,  ETC. 

The  four  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  continue  to  be 
licensed  and  are  used  occasionally  for  the  slaughter  of  pigs.  There 
is  one  Knackers  Yard  in  the  district  and  this  is  in  regular  use. 
These  premises  are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

The  position  regarding  meat  sold  in  the  Borough  remains  the 
same:  the  meat  is  distributed  to  the  retail  butchers  from  the  Poole 
area,  where  the  Government  Slaughterhouse  is  situated.  165  visits 
were  made  for  the  purpose  of  examining  meat,  and  other  foodstuffs, 
and  the  following  were  found  to  be  unlit  for  human  consumption. 


Beef 

Bone  Taint  &  Tuberculosis  5711bs. 

Bacon 

Bone  Taint 

1831bs. 

Meats 

Putrefactive 

61bs. 

Lamb 

Tumour 

121fcs. 

Fish  (various)  ... 

Decomposition  ... 

448ibs. 

Shell  Fish 

Putrefaction 

141bs. 

Frozen  Egg 

Out  of 

condition 

421bs. 

Flour 

9  9  9  9 

99  •  •  • 

llllbs. 

Barley  Flakes 

99  9  9 

99  •  •  • 

71bs. 

Butter 

9  9  9  9 

9  9  •  •  • 

291b  s. 

Margarine 

9  9  9  9 

9  9  *  *  * 

421bs. 

Cheese 

9  9  9  9 

9  9  •  •  • 

8  Jibs. 

Cornflour 

9  9  p9 

9  9  •  •  • 

251bs. 

Ground  Rice 

9  9  9  9 

9  9  •  •  • 

321bs. 

Lentils  ... 

9  9  9  9 

9  9  •  •  • 

71bs. 

Harricot  Beans 

9  9  99 

9  9  •  *  • 

31bs. 

Spaghetti 

9  9  9  9 

9  9  •  •  * 

141b  s. 

Macaroni 

9  9  99 

9  9  •  •  • 

31bs. 

Soyaghetti 

9  9  9  9 

9 9 

33ibs. 

Plum  Puddings  ... 

99  9  9 

9  9  •  •  • 

301bs. 

Cereal 

9  9  9  9 

9  9  •  •  • 

13  pkts. 

Pastry  Mix 

9  9  9  9 

9  9  •  *  • 

8  pkts. 

Rabbits 

9  9  9  9 

9  9  •  •  • 

14 

Tins  of  Meat 

Blown, 

leaking,  etc. 

284 

„  „  Ham 

99 

9  9 

99 

27  (482  lbs.) 

,,  Jams 

99 

9  9 

9  9 

16 

„  „  Fruit 

P’ 

9  9 

9  9 

372 

„  „  Peas/Beans 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

20 

„  ,,  Milk 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

98 

,,  „  Fish 

9  9 

9  9 

58 

,,  „  Vegetables 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

326 

,,  ,,  Soups 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

20 

„  ,,  Puddings 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

2 

,,  ,,  Coffee  ... 

Out  of 

condition 

5 

10 


In  accordance  with  the  instructions  all  fats  and  meats  were 
returned  to  the  Wholesalers  and  dealt  with  for  manufacturing  pur¬ 
poses.  Where  possible  other  foods  were  disposed  of  locally  for  animal 
feeding. 

There  is  a  considerable  reduction  over  previous  years  in  the 
amount  of  butchers'  meat  condemned. 

FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT  1938  —  FOOD  PREMISES  —  ICE  CREAM 

There  are  224  food  premises  in  the  Borough  comprising: — 


Restaurants,  Hotels,  Snack  Bars,  etc.  ...  46 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  15 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  22 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  26 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  72 

Bakeries  ...  ...  ...  15 

Sweet  Shops  ...  ...  ...  28 


During  the  year  353  inspections  have  been  made  of  these 
premises,  and  a  high  standard  of  cleanliness  has  been  maintained. 
An  essential  facility,  particularly  were  unwrapped  foodstuffs  are 
handled,  is  the  provision  of  proper  washing  facilities  with  constant 
hot  water  for  the  use  of  the  staff.  Progress  has  been  made  in  this 
direction  and  the  position  is  satisfactory  in  all  but  20  food  premises. 

The  arrangements  at  the  20  premises  outstanding  are  as  follows : — 

(a)  Water  heated  on  gas  rings  ...  ...  ...  13 

(b)  Water  heated  in  electric  kettle  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  Water  heated  in  gas  boiler  ...  ...  ...  2 

(d)  Hot  water  facilities  provided  at  other  premises  ...  1 

(e)  No  means  of  hot  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  3 

It  is  likely  there  will  be  new  legislation  governing  this  and  other 
matters  connected  with  the  food  trade  when  the  report  of  the 
appointed  working  parties  has  been  considered  by  the  appropriate 
Ministries. 

During  the  year  seven  food  premises  have  installed  hot  water 
systems,  and  new  washing  facilities  have  been  provided  at  four  other 
premises.  In  addition,  following  inspections,  nine  food  shops  have 
been  redecorated,  five  have  had  necessary  repairs  completed,  and 
three  other  defects  found  were  dealt  with.  Outstanding  defects  at  food 
shops  totalled  nine,  and  seven  of  these  were  remedied  in  1952  prior  to 
the  completion  of  this  report. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  bye-laws  relating  to  the  protection  of 
food,  particular  attention  has  been  given  to  those  food  shops  where 
food  is  exposed  to  the  open  air.  This  has  applied  chiefly  to  wet  fish 
shops,  and  there  has  been  a  decided  improvement  in  the  protection 
of  fish  on  the  display  slabs.  Out  of  the  nine  shops  in  question,  two 
already  had  closed  fronts,  one  had  refrigerated  cabinets,  and  action 
was  not  required ;  regarding  the  remaining  six,  three  have  provided 
suitable  covers  over  the  display  slabs,  one  has  provided  a  new  type, 
completely  closed  cabinet,  and  the  remaining  two  have  provided 
screens  at  the  front  and  sides  of  the  display  slabs.  This  latter  is  not 
entirely  satisfactory,  but  it  is  hoped  that  a  more  improved  type  of 
protection  will  eventually  be  installed. 
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There  is  only  one  manufacturer  of  Ice  Cream  in  the  Borough, 
and  the  room  used  for  this  purpose  is  kept  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory 
condition.  There  are  101  other  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice 
Cream,  an  increase  of  7  over  1050.  Actually  only  69  of  the  premises 
are  selling  Ice  Cream;  26  at  Lymington,  7  at  Milford-on-Sea,  20  at 
New  Milton,  9  at  Barton-on-Sea,  and  7  in  other  parts  of  the  Borough. 
Including  the  manufacturer  in  the  Borough  there  are  11  firms  supply¬ 
ing  Ice  Cream  for  retail  distribution,  and  a  total  of  47  samples  have 
been  taken  of  the  Ice  Cream  supplied  by  these  manufacturers.  The 
percentage  of  91.4  of  the  samples  graded  1  or  2  was  very  satisfactory. 
Analysis  has  not  revealed  that  unwrapped  Ice  Cream  is  necessarily 
less  clean  than  wrapped.  Perhaps  this  indicates  that  retailers  do 
exercise  reasonable  care  in  the  handling  of  this  food.  62%  of  the 
samples  were  wrapped  and  38%  unwrapped. 


The  following 

table 

indicates  the  re 

Grade  1 

suit  of  the  analysis : — 

Grade  2  Grade  3  Grade  4 

Manufacturer 

No.  1 

5 

- 

- 

*  5 

No.  2 

6 

- 

- 

y  y 

No.  3 

11 

- 

- 

y  y 

No.  4 

2 

- 

1 

y  y 

No.  5 

8 

1  1 

- 

yy 

No.  6 

2 

1 

- 

y  y 

No.  7 

2 

1 

1 

y  y 

No.  8 

1 

- 

- 

y  y 

No.  9 

1 

- 

- 

y  y 

No.  10 

2 

- 

- 

>  9 

No.  11 

1 

- 

- 

Total 

41 

2  2 

2 

REPORTS  OF  UNSATISFACTORY  FOOD  SAMPLES 

There  were  7  samples  taken  and  of  these  3  were  the  subject  of 
unsatisfactory  reports  as  follows: — 

1.  Mixture  of  Dried  Fruit,  Sugar  and  Suet.— This  food  was 

imported  under  cover  of  the  open  General  Licence  for  mince¬ 
meat,  and  on  analysis  was  considered  to  be  unwholesome 
owing  to  the  fruit  not  having  been  properly  cleansed  before 
mixing  with  the  sugar  and  fat. 

2.  Tinned  Frozen  Egg. — On  analysis  there  were  indications  that 

putrefaction  had  taken  place. 

3.  Butter. — Analysed  following  breakdown  of  a  retailer’s  refriger¬ 

ator.  Rancidity  due  to  action  of  the  sulphur  dioxide  gas, 
and  food  rendered  unpalatable. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  notifies  the  Flealtli  Department  of  persons 
applying  for  permission  to  open  food  premises,  and  requesting  our 
observations  as  to  the  suitability  of  the  premises  for  the  purpose 
required.  This  co-operation  is  extremely  useful^  and  has  ensured 
that  such  food  premises  are  in  good  condition,  and  satisfactory,  before 
the  business  commences. 
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TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS 

The  number  of  camping  sites  licensed  in  1951  was  19,  an  increase 
of  5  over  the  previous  year.  Two  of  these  were  not  in  operation  during 
the  year,  and  in  one  other  case  the  site  was  little  used.  In  two 
existing  camp  sites  extensions  to  the  original  areas  were  permitted, 
three  applications  for  licences  were  refused,  and  in  two  of  these  cases 
licences  were  later  granted  on  submission  of  amended  plans.  An 
application  for  an  extension  to  an  existing  camp  site  was  refused.  The 
licensed  sites  provide  accommodation  for  nearly  1,100  moveable 
dwellings.  Regarding  individual  caravans,  41  licences  were  issued,  4 
applications  for  licences  were  refused,  and  2  others  were  withdrawn. 

A  survey  of  the  camp  sites  during  November  1951  revealed  that" 
caravans  on  12  camp  sites  are  in  use  all  the  year  round.  In  this  month 
174  caravans  were  being  used,  housing  346  adults  and  68  children.  32 
of  the  caravans  were  occupied  by  single  persons,  73  by  married 
couples,  17  by  3  or  more  adult  persons,  and  the  remainder  were 
occupied  by  families  with  children. 

The  adequate  inspection  of  camping  sites  in  the  area  is  difficult: 
obviously  the  supervision,  and  the  frequent  inspections  which  are 
necessary  in  sites  containing  100  to  300  caravans,  take  a  considerable 
amount  of  time,  and  the  increasing  use  which  is  being  made  of  this 
form  of  holiday  creates  problems  which  are  not  easy  to  deal  with 
satisfactorily. 

The  relevant  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  appear  to 
need  some  amendment  in  order  to  strengthen  the  powers  of  the  local 
authority :  such  matters  as  the  permissive  period  of  camping  without 
the  need  for  licensing,  and  the  absence  of  any  specific  provision  in 
the  Act  for  the  withdrawal  of  licences  on  non-compliance  with  con¬ 
ditions,  etc.,  are  two  items  which  probably  could  be  considered  with 
advantage.  I  am  sure  that  withdrawal  of  a  licence  would  have  more 
effect  than  the  payment  of  the  fines  permitted  under  the  Act. 

The  preceding  is  not  to  indicate  that  camp  sites  in  the  Borough 
are  all  unsatisfactory,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  in  the  main  the  licensees 
have  complied  with  all  reasonable  requirements,  and  the  camps, 
generally,  are  kept  in  a  clean  and  sanitary  condition.  Some  improve¬ 
ments  are,  I  think,  desirable:  they  include  the  removal  of  all  fences 
round  caravans,  the  provision  of  sufficient  permanent  flush-type 
closets,  and  the  discontinuance  of  the  use  of  chemical  closets  on 
permanent  sites.  In  some  cases  more  satisfactory  arrangements  are 
required  for  the  disposal  of  domestic  waste  water. 

There  is  close  association  between  the  Town  Planning  Officers 
and  the  Health  Department,  and  this  helps  quite  considerably  in 
matters  affecting  the  two  departments. 

Defects  found  during  the  year  were  chiefly  due  to  lack  of  proper 
supervision  giving  rise  to  minor  nuisances,  and  these  were  dealt  with. 
A  matter  of  some  importance  is  the  overflowing  of  licensed  sites  onto 
adjoining  land.  Little  can  be  done  in  these  instances  unless  such 
land  is  used  for  camping  for  longer  than  the  permitted  period,  and  we 
have  not  been  in  a  position  to  proceed  in  these  particular  cases. 
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HOUSING 

A  total  of  613  visits  was  made  during  the  year,  including  172 
investigations  made  regarding  housing  conditions  of  Council  house 
applicants,  and  reports  were  submitted  for  consideration  by  the 
Rousing  Committee  in  154  cases. 

In  the  matter  of  housing,  the  points  scheme  has  worked  well, 
although  special  cases  do  arise  which  should  be  dealt  with  outside  the 
scheme.  Of  the  cases  re-housed  during  the  year,  48  were  living  in 
overcrowded  conditions.  Overcrowding  under  the  scheme  is  not  based 
on  the  Act  of  1936  but  on  the  basis  of  providing  reasonable  living  and 
sleeping  accommodation  for  the  needs  of  the  family. 

During  1951  a  further  41  new  Council  houses  were  built,  bring* 
ing  the  total  to  591  since  the  war.  There  was  a  total  of  1,029  Council 
houses  occupied  on  31-12-51,  and  12  requisitioned  properties  housing  22 
families. 

441  inspections  were  made  regarding  house  repairs  and  most 
defects  were  dealt  with  by  informal  action  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  1936.  38  houses  were  found  to  be  in  need  of  repair  and  of  these 
36  were  remedied.  Repairs  required  to  12  other  houses  outstanding 
from  the  1950  report  were  also  completed. 


Housing  defects  remedied  included  the  following  items : — 


Defective  roofs  ...  15 

,,  ceilings  ...  4 

,,  windows  ...  16 

,,  sanitary 

facilities  ...  13 

„  chimneys 

and  flues  ..  3 


Defective  eaves,  gutters 

and  down  pipes  3 

Defective  floorings  ...  7 

,,  and  damp  walls  18 

,,  fireplaces  ...  3 

Unclean  conditions  ...  3 


There  has  been  a  reduction  in  housing  work;  the  position  is 
difficult  owung  to  economic  factors.  Owners  are,  not  unreasonably, 
reluctant  to  carry  out  repairs  other  than  those  absolutely  essential  to 
maintain  the  fabric  in  weathertight  condition;  the  amount  spent  on 
repairs  is  restricted  by  the  controlled  rents  they  receive. 

24  other  visits  were  made  regarding  house  pests,  5  houses  were 
treated  for  flea  infestation,  and  one  other  house,  infested  with  bugs, 
was  treated  with  Hydrogen  Cyanide  by  a  specialist  firm. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  came  into  oper¬ 
ation  in  April  1950.,  and  some  experience  has  now  been  gained  in  its 
operation.  This  Act  places  the  primary  responsibility  of  rodent 
control  on  local  sanitary  authorities,  and  not  on  the  County  Council 
as  in  the  previous  Act.  The  local  authority  is  charged  with  the  duty 
of  inspecting  its  area,  including  agricultural  land,  of  taking  all  proper 
steps  in  regard  to  its  own  property  such  as  refuse  sites,  sewers,  etc., 
and  of  ensuring  that  owners,  and  occupiers,  of  property  within  its  area 
carry  out  their  duties  under  the  Act.  The^e  duties  present  difficulties 
in  large  areas  such  as  this  Borough  with  its  built-up  residential  parts, 
and  the  many  farm  properties. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  work  carried  out.  by  the  one 
officer  delegated  to  this  duty. 
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TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agri¬ 

cult¬ 

ural 

Business 

Ind  ustrial 
etc. 

Total 

L.  No.  of  properties 
inspected  during 
1951  as  a  result 
of : — 

(a)  notification  or 

2 

397 

2 

32 

433 

(b)  otherwise 

6 

231 

36 

126 

399 

2.  No.  of  properties 
found  to  be  in¬ 
fested  by  rats: 
Major 

2 

2 

2 

S 

Minor  ... 

4 

435 

34 

28 

5-01 

3.  No.  of  properties 
found  to  be  ser¬ 
iously  infested 

by  mice 

9 

9 

18 

4.  No.  of  infested 
properties  treated 
by  the  local 

authority 

6 

446 

o 

w 

37 

491 

5.  No.  of  “  block  ” 
control  schemes 
carried  out 

18 

. 

4 

22 

The  sewers  in  the  Borough  have  all  been  test  baited,  and  there 
is  no  evidence  of  rat  infestation. 

The  poisons  used  are  Zinc  Phosphide,  Arsenic,  Red  Squill,  Antu, 
and  Warfarin.  In  banks  Cymag  Gas  has  been  occasionally  used.  A 
total  of  2,160  poison  baits  was  laid. 

In  addition  to  the  above  action,  the  Rodent  Officer  lias  destroyed 
20  wasp  nests,  and  4  hornet  nests.  This  service  is  much  appreciated 
where  there  are  nests  in  houses,  the  occupiers  of  which  are  unable 
to  deal  with  the  nuisance  either  through  infirmity,  or  some  other 
cause.  A  small  charge  is  made  when  this  work  is  undertaken  by  the 
authority. 

The  preceding  works  have  involved  2,791  inspections  and  visits 
by  the  Rodent  Officer.  It  might  be  mentioned  that  the  office  was 
notified  of  infestation  by  rats,  or  miceJ  in  433  instances,  these  were 
chiefly  in  respect  of  dwellinghouses  where  free  treatment  is  given. 

Whilst  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  full  purpose  of  the  Act  is 
being  carried  out  in  this  Borough,  a  very  efficient  job  is  being  done 
by  the  officer  who  is  doing  the  actual  work,  his  interest  and  experience 
in  this  duty  helping  materially  in  providing  a  service  which  has  been 
appreciated  by  many  in  the  Borough  ' 
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LYMINGTON  SEA  WATER  BATHS 

These  Baths  are  kept  under  observation  during  the  reason, 
four  samples  were  taken  and  all  reports  were  satisfactory.  This  open 
air  sea  water  swimming  pool  has  been  kept  in  satisfactory  condition, 
and  improvements  are  being  carried  out  as  finances  permit.  Special 
facilities  for  swimming  are  given  to  the  County  Education  Authority, 
and  to  private  schools,  for  the  benefit  of  the  children.  Visiting 
holiday  parties  or  organisations,  such  as  Scouts,  Girl  Guides;  etc.,  are 
<j,  granted  similar  facilities. 

The  pool  is  completely  emptied  and  filled  at  midnight  tide 
every  fortnight  from  the  river,  and  necessary  chlorination  is  carried 
out  as  required. 

Regarding  the  usage  of  the  swimming  facilities,  over  12,500 
individual  tickets  were  issued  to  bathers,  and  nearly  6, COO  tickets  to 
spectators ;  these  are  apart  from  the  season  tickers  issued  mainly  to 
residents.  The  high  figure  for  spectators  is  probably  due  to  the 
interest  displayed  in  the  Water  Polo  matches  which  are  held  every 
week-end,  and  in  this  respect  it  is  perhaps  interesting  to  record  that 
the  Lymington  Boys'  Team  was  successful  in  being  Junior  County 
Champions  in  1950.,  and  retained  the  title  again  in  1951.  Anything 
which  will  foster  the  use  of  the  Swimming  Pool,  particularly  by  the 
younger  generation,  should  be  encouraged,  as  swimming  besides  being 
a  useful  accomplishment  is  also  a  healthy  form  of  recreation. 

PORT  SANITARY  REGULATIONS 

The  control  and  management  of  the  Lymington  River  was,  on 
the  1st  November  1951,  transferred  from  the  Lymington  Borough 
Council  to  the  newly  constituted  Lymington  Harbour  Commissioners, 
on  which  Board  the  Lymington  Borough  Council  are  represented. 

The  shipping  entering  port  is  chiefly  coastal,  the  traffic  being 
mainly  timber,  coal,  and  oil. 

Motor  Sailing 

Coastwise  vessels  entering  Port  .  105  Nil 

Vessels  from  Foreign  Ports  ...  —  — 

A  position  between  Oxey  Lake  and  Spit  Buoy  is  the  mooring 
station  for  suspected  ships  in  the  case  of  Plague,  Cholera,  Yellow 
Fever,  Smallpox,  and  Typhus.  Other  infectious  diseases  are  regarded 
as  exempt  from  detention.  No  infectious  cases  were  reported  during 
the  year. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


diseases  notified  were  : — 

1950 

1951 

Measles 

11 

103 

Whooping  Cough 

136 

74 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

- 

Poliomyelitis 

3 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

10 

Pneumonia 

6 

13 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

Para-Typhoid 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

— 

2 

Dysentery 

- 

1 

16 


Two  of  the  three  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  notified  were  not 
confirmed. 

Tdie  Para-Typhoid  case  came  from  abroad,  and  was  ill  on 
arrival  in  this  country. 

The  Typhoid  case  was  a  type  which  is  very  rare  in  this  country, 
and  was  infected  by  a  carrier  who  had  lived  in  China. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Twenty-four  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year,  a  decrease  of  5  over  1950.  21  of  the  cases 

were  pulmonary,  ana  3  noil-pulmonary.  Three  of  the  notifications 
were  in  respect  of  cases  transferred  from  another  area. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

This  work  has  continued^  and  182  children  under  five  years,  and  ! 
38  children  between  5  and  15  years  received  the  completed  treatment 
during  the  year.  The  statistics  indicate  that  the  percentage  of  immun¬ 
isation  in  the  Borough  of  children  between  1  year  and  15  years  is  77%. 
421  children  received  boosting  doses  during  the  year;  these  were  done 
chiefly  at  the  schools  in  the  Borough.  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to 
the  Head  Teachers  of  the  various  schools  for  their  help  and  co¬ 
operation  in  this  important  matter. 

FOOD  POISONING 

A  mild  attack  of  Dysentery  occurred  in  one  of  the  Private  :: 
Boarding  Schools  in  the  Borough,  the  causative  organism  being  i 
Shigella  Sonnei.  This  was  not  traced  to  any  particular  food,  but  was  i 
apparently  caused  by  a  carrier.  The  proprietors  of  the  School  were  fj 
very  co-operative  during  the  period  of  the  investigation,  and  willingly  , 
undertook  certain  improvements  advised  by  the  department.  Actually] 
the  outbreak  started  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  continued  for  some  5 
weeks  in  1952. 

- 

CONCLUSION 

The  health  of  the  residents  in  the  Borough  has  continued  to  be  4 
good  and  calls  for  no  particular  comment. 

I  have  again  to  thank  Mr.  Raw,  and  the  other  members  of  the  d 
staff  of  the  Health  Department,  for  the  help  they  have  given  me  d 
during  the  year,  and  also  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  ■ 
support  of  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

E.  CROFT  WATTS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  fi 


